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Welcome to the eBook edition of the Book of Common Prayer produced by Church Publishing, Inc.

This version of the BCP contains the complete content of the authorized Book of Common Prayer

1979. Fully searchable and featuring a built-in Table of Contents, this eBook BCP was designed to

make content accessible on mobile devices and tablets. Because eBooks are designed to re-flow

the text according to the size of the screen of your mobile device, designing an eBook to maintain

the exact page layout and page numbers of the print edition is neither possible nor desirable. As

such, the layout of the content may be different depending on the device you are using. These

eBooks give Episcopalians easy access to the Book of Common Prayer, making it as close as your

tablet or eBook reader. Iâ€™m delighted that Church Publishing is responding to the needs of the

church in this way. â€“Ruth Meyers, Dean of Academic Affairs and Hodges-Haynes Professor of

Liturgics at Church Divinity School of the Pacific
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The Book of Common Prayer (1979) is the latest, complete BCP used by the American branch of

the Anglicans, the Episcopal church. There have been many books that have had the title 'Book of

Common Prayer' since the first one appeared in 1549; it has been used continuously in one edition

or another in the Anglican tradition since 1559; the 'main' edition remains the 1662 edition. The

American church modified the Book of Common Prayer for its own use beginning shortly after the

Revolutionary War -- this book is the successor of a long and worthy tradition.A bishop in the

Episcopal church once said to me, 'We don't have a theology that we have to believe -- what we

have is the prayerbook.' Please forgive the absence of context for this phrase -- while he would say

that this statement in isolation is an exaggeration, and I would agree, nonetheless his statement

serves to highlight both the importance of and the strength of the Book of Common Prayer.To be an

Anglican (in the United States, read Episcopalian for the same in the context of this article), one

does not have to subscribe to any particular systematic theological framework. One does not have

to practice a particular brand of liturgical style. One does not have to have an approved

politico-theological viewpoint. One can be a conservative, liberal or moderate; one can be high

church, low church, or broad; one can be charismatic, evangelical, or mainline traditional -- one can

be any number of things in a rich diversity of choices, and the Book of Common Prayer can still be

the book upon which spirituality and worship is centred.The Book of Common Prayer is not, in fact,

a book that changed my life. It is a book that changes my life.
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